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News and Notes

Thanksgiving is tomorrow; hence News and Notes is going out today. In this edition we’ll preview
the Vigilant Guard exercise that will be held next week, and the quarterly DPH Risk
Communicators meeting that will be held on Wednesday of the following week.

Vigilant Guard

DPH play will be Tuesday through Thursday next week for the Vigilant Guard full scale exercise
that will have other agencies taking part for additional days. The scenario is a nuclear detonation
during a major sporting event at Mercedes Benz stadium in Atlanta, resulting in a large impact
zone and response actions occurring throughout the state. The multi-agency Joint Information
Center and coordinated communications activities will include DPH at the state level and health
districts 2, 1-2 and 8-2. There is room for others to join if they would like the opportunity, but
please reach out soon so you can be added to the news/social media virtual platform that will be
used throughout the exercise.

DPH Risk Communicators meeting

Meeting invitations went out this week to DPH district risk communicators and the presenters
scheduled to speak at the quarterly Risk Communicators meeting at 10:00 AM on Wednesday,
December 10. We plan to have a 2026 legislative preview from Graham Segrest, a Tactical
Communications workgroup report from Aaron Bock and Valerie Attell, and a communications
update with web-based accessibility expectations from Frederick Dobard. There will also be time
for questions and report-outs from all in attendance.



Thanksgiving Safety

Keeping safety in mind during Thanksgiving involves multiple practices. Handwashing, mindful
cooking techniques and many other proactive steps can help holiday gatherings from resulting in
injuries or illnesses. DPH District 4 Emergency Preparedness Director Robert Baldwin added to
the seasonal good advice in the district’'s monthly newsletter:

Houses aren’t meant to be deep-fried

“Thanksgiving is the peak day for home cooking fires. Most start in the kitchen, but deep-frying
turkey is another big culprit. The National Fire Protection Association highly discourages deep-
frying a turkey with cooking oil. One of many reasons why it’s so risky is that if your turkey is a
little frozen or wet, even inside its cavity, it can cause the bird to catch fire—or even explode—
when it hits hot oil. If you really want a fried turkey, use an air fryer, an infrared model, or buy a
store-bought fried turkey.”

And as traditional as the turkey itself, here’s another safety reminder from cartoon master Ray
King:
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Next Week Preview

The Vigilant Guard full-scale exercise will play out on multiple days next week. We'll have an
early recap of that next week in what will be the final regular edition of News and Notes for the
year. December 12 will be the Year In Pictures edition, and December 19 will be the (not-so)
News and Notes to round out 2025.

About “News & Notes”

“‘News & Notes” is a weekly communication aimed at risk communicators and public information
officers within Georgia’s 18 public health districts. The goal of the communication is to increase
preparedness through the exchange of information about significant events, training and other
planned activities. Some information herein may be considered FYUO or For Your Use Only.
Please be judicious when forwarding. For questions, comments or to submit information for
inclusion, contact Eric Jens at Eric.Jens@dph.ga.qgov
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